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LOCAL SCHOOL TEACHERS ATTEND STATEWIDE ENERGY EDUCATION WORKSHOP 
With energy issues dominating the headlines, teachers from across Ohio recently completed a two-day Science Teacher Workshop at Marietta College. The workshop was designed to enhance energy literacy by connecting science education and Ohio’s natural gas and crude oil industry. The workshop was crafted on an original curriculum that meets state and national science standards and highlights the importance of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) —a state educational objective. All teachers were eligible to receive credits toward their continuing education requirement, and could opt to receive graduate credits from Ashland University. The workshop included classroom, hands-on activities and a field trip. It has been offered for the past 12 years, but is especially resonant this year, which is the 150th anniversary of the first commercial well drilled in the Buckeye state.

“With so many people across the country under the impression that gasoline comes from a pump at the station and electricity comes from a socket in the wall, it has never been more important for our children, their families, and their communities to understand how we actually get our energy,” said Rhonda Reda, executive director of the Ohio Oil & Gas Energy Education Program (OOGEEP) which sponsored the workshop. “They need the educational tools to make informed decisions about energy at home, at work, and around the state.”
“These workshops help Ohio teachers, students, and schools meet their state and national science standards,” said Reda. “Teachers also receive information about Ohio scholarships and career opportunities for their students. Last year, Ohio’s energy industry not only produced and supplied more than 88 billion cubic feet of domestic natural gas to help power local homes, schools, and businesses, but also provides 14,400 jobs that together pay more than $730 million in salaries statewide.” 

The recent workshop at Marietta College had the added value of being held at one of the oldest and most renowned petroleum engineering colleges in the nation. The college was founded as the Muskingum Academy in 1797, and established in its modern form in 1835. Just 25 years after that, and less than 25 miles to the north, Ohio’s first commercial oil well was dug in Macksburg.
The Ohio Oil and Gas Energy Education Program’s (OOGEEP) Science Teachers Workshop Curriculum focused on formation, migration and trapping, exploration, drilling and production, refining, and products relating to the natural-gas and crude-oil industry. Each section contains background information, experiments, science and technology applications, online resources, and career connections relating to each unit.

The first day of the workshop was interactive. The teachers collaborated while experimenting with provided materials and activities. They also viewed OOGEEP’s recently released distant-learning videos and participated in discussions with a variety of industry professionals. Their homework included supplies needed to replicate the experiments in the classroom. “Our goal is to provide Ohio’s teachers with the information and materials needed to enhance their classes’ knowledge of natural gas and crude oil and their applications throughout the world,” said Reda.

The second day opened in the classroom and ended in the field. The first stop was Ken Miller Supply in Marietta, which provides oilfield equipment and services across five states and worldwide. Next, the group learned about the storage and shipping of crude oil at the Ohio Oil Gathering Corporation’s Bells Run Station. The teachers then explored Ohio’s Thorla-McKee well, which marked the first discovery of crude oil in the U.S. in 1814. A short hike brought the group to an operational well owned by Alliance Petroleum of Canton. The teachers witnessed first-hand how natural gas and crude oil are brought to the surface, separated, and stored. Finally, the group toured a drill rig owned and operated by Warren Drilling of Dexter City. The teachers explored the engineering of the rig while learning how its crew functions on a daily basis.

“To be able to explore and learn about the various processes and procedures used on a daily basis from Ohio’s energy sector is a unique opportunity,” said Sarah Tipka, education chair at OOGEEP. “The teachers will be able to take this experience directly into their classrooms.” 
The Ohio Oil and Gas Energy Education Program is a non-profit statewide public outreach program. The mission of OOGEEP is to facilitate educational, scholarship, safety and training programs; to promote public awareness about the industry; and to demonstrate to the general public the environmental, energy and economic benefits of Ohio’s independent natural gas and crude oil producers. OOGEEP is not funded with any tax payer dollars.   
For more information about OOGEEP’s educational and other public outreach programs, contact Rhonda Reda at (740) 587-0410, rreda@oogeep.org or OOGEEP, P.O. Box 187, Granville, OH  43023. #####
